" THE FISH HAWK HERALD
~ N

. T
Coeur d'Alene Chapter of the Audubon Society
Editer: Shirley Starts - EA815 Fernan Lake R4 - Coear d'Aleme, [d. $3814 -664-5318
APRIL 1996 VOLUME 5 No. 8 PAGE 1
A - lucky. the resident Great Horned owl.
(" A L E N D A R Bring your lunch and we will have a
CHECK picnic to round out the day.
APRIL 13 SATURDAY
{Yegistering for a field trip is not NATIONAL IBLIC OUTREACH
required bat il you register the FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Teader will call yon if the time or Time: 9:00 a.m.
meeting place is ehanged) Meet: City Park Bandshell
Organizers:! Scoit Brown and John
Rosapepe, Idaho Conservation Leugue
MEEII!INGS Call 664-9184 for more information.
Activity: To kick off Earth Week,
conservationist{s are organizing a one-
APRIL 16 TUESLAY day national event to hand-deliver the
REGUILAR MEETING environmental message to 2.5 million
Time: T:00 p.m. households. Coeur d’'Alene is one of
Place: Idaho Fish and Game Office many commmnities where envirommental
2750 Kathleen Ave. acfivicts will deliver Tdoorhangersz”
-

Program: Bart Whelton, Spokane, WA
"Birding in the Russian Far East”

APRIL 26-28B FRIDAY-SEUNDAY
AUDUBON COUNCILS OF IDANO
AND WASHINGTON

Location: Moscow, Idaho

Program: The subject of the conference
is; "Boundaries Beyond Borders"

see encloesed information and

registration form.

FIELD TRIPS

APRIL &6 SATURDAY
HEYBURN STATE PARK

Time: 8 a.m.

Meet: Fernan Ranger Station on East
Sherman

Leaders: Lisa Kirchhoffer/Judy Waring
765~537T8

Activity: We'll try again! This trip
was canceled in January due to heavy
snow and icy roads but an April trip
holds even more possibilities, Lisa
Kirchhoffer, AmeriCorps Member, will
lead the way along the marsh to see what
spring waterfowl have arrived, then
intec the woods where we hope to find
woodpeckers, song birds, and if we're

bearing the theme: "protect America's
Environment For Our Families, For Qur
Future." In Coeur d'Alene, this major
event Lo gelt our message out is being
sponsored by Idaho Conservation League,
Idaho Rivers United, the Northern
Rockies Campaign and the Sierra Club.
Join us and hundreds of fellow activists
across the state. Meet Scott Read at
the City Pa.k Bandshell and take part in
this important environmental event.

APRII 2 KMONDAY
APRIL 14 SUNDAY
MICA BAY SURVEY
Time: 8:3C a.m.

Meet: Fairmont Loop Road
Turn Off, jusi south of
the Spokane River Bridge
on Highway 95

Leaders: 4/2 Pam Comrie
773-9396 3/14 Shirley Sturts 664-5318
Activity: We will be doing our usual
survey. With spring migration in full
swing we should add several new birds to
our Mica Bay list.

CALENDAR CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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CALENDAR
CHECK

Continued from page 1

AFPRIL 20 SATURDAY
FARRAGUT STATE PARK
Meet: Park Headquarters

Time: 9 a.m.

Leader: Cindi Langlitz

683-2425 ext. 25 or 687-2473 eve.

It's time! The bGluebirds will be
hack, a sure sign of spring. Cindi
Langlitz, AmeriCorps member, will ftake
us to their nesting boxes, and to other
areas where we are likely to see
American Kestrels, Golden-crowned
Kinglets, Pygmy Owls and who knows what

else! This nearby state park is well
worth visiting throughout the year.
Check at Headquarters for upcoming

activities. Lunch, binoculars and you're
all set.

C APRIL F3 TUESDAY

BIRDING WITH A BROWN BAG
8th in a series of noon time birding
Time: 12 noon to 1:00 p.m.

Meet: Parking spot for Blackwell Island
across road from Cedars Restaurant
Leader: Roger Young €64-4179
Activity: We will +tour Blackwell
Island again, now that the flood waters
are down. We will look for returning
migrants along with the more familiar
vear arourkdl residents. Please join us
for a change-of-pace lunch hour.

APRIL 22 SUNDAY

LITTLE SPOKANE RIVER
Time: 8:00 a.m.

Meet: SW corner-Rosauer's parking lot
Leader: Judy Waring 765-5378
Activity: Nest building and the
raising of young birds should be in full
swing by late April, an exciting time of
the year for birding. On this trip we
will be observing the Blue Heron rookery
high in the tree tops along the river.
These birds are anything but subtle as
they nest. You can hear them squawking
long before you see them. Our hike
along the river should turn up many
other species too. Bring your lunch and
do what you can for good weather.

Pagi¢ 2

May 25—-27 SATURDAY MONDAY

MEMORIAL
BOISE
Leaders: Phil and Judy Waring
765-5478

DAY TRIP o

Activity: The
World Center for
Birds of Prey,
guided local
birding, an
evening of birding
along the Boise
River green belt -
this trip is one
you don't want to
miss. We will
reserve for

overnight at motel

and campgrounds.
Please call Judy or Phil Waring if you
plan to attend so final plans and

reservations can be made.

JUNE 22 SATURDAY - MOYIX
RIVER FLOAT TRIP

(Due to high water this year this trip,
originally planed for June 1 or 2, has
been changed to Jume 22}

Last year several Auduboners
floated down the Moyie River with Nancy
Mertz (Audubon member and rafting guide
with ROW)}. Those that went had a great
time. Among the birds seen along the
river were Harlequin Duck and Spotted
Sandpiper. Nancy is offering the {irip
for our chapter again this year. If you
are interested call XNancy Mertz at her
work phone: 765-0841 for details.

Wild Bird Crossing

Everytheny for beed fandg amd bivd-waiching. ™

7352 Government Way, Suite G
Coeur d'Alene, [D 83814
Phone: (208) 762-8148

Fax: (208) 7629145

Dave Pratt, Oumer

Wild Bird Crossing will give
Audubon Members a 10% discount.
Present your membership card or a
copy of the Fish Hawk Herald with
¥Your name on it.

A

"
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Bird Quotes Quiz

(Bird walching inside
Literature)

Check your
bird/literary I1Q.
There are many
memorable quotes,
poetry, and quips
about birds., How
many can you
recognize? Who

{see ans¥ers on page
{send quotes to the =ditor far future newsletters)

“Sparrows far off, and nearer, April’s
bird,

Blue-coated, flying before from tree to
iree,

Courageous sing a delicate overture
To lead the tardy concert of the year .”
"Only once more to feel the coming
spring,

As the hirds feel it when it bids them
sing."”

"The thrush, The hermit withdrawn to
himself."

"Upon the lofiy elm-tree sprays
The vireo rings the changes sweet
During the trivial summer days,

triving to lift our thoughts above the
street.”

BIRD SPECIES NAME
CHANGES

By Shirley Sturts

The American Ornithological TUnion,
A.0.U., recently made revisions to The
A0V, Check-list of North American
Birds. The continuous flow of new
information on the birds makes any

check-list obsolete in a very short.

time. When major changes in
classification are considered well
supported by published evidence and
widely accepted, you will find the names

Warbler".

of birds changed in the field guides you
are using. Birders sometimes find these
name changes frustrating. In 1983 the
Audubon's Warbler became known as

the Yellow-rumped Warbler. You will hear
birders yell out, "I see an Audubon's
Warbler! Oh!! 1 mean Yellow-rumped
Old time birders just call
this warbler "Butter Butt”, but you
won't find this name in any of your
field guides.

Dave Pratt, owner of that nice new
store on Covernment Way, Wild Bird
Crossing, has a new Field Guide on his
shelf: Stokes Field Guide tg Western
Birds by Donald and Lillian Stokes
published by Little,Brown and Company,
1998, He has heen getting puzzled calls
from his customers. "Hey! Dave, this new
book has a lot of mistakes in it. 1
can't find my favorite bird, the Rufous-
sided Towhee."  "What happened to the
Northern Oricle?"” '"No", Dave tells us,
"these are not mistakes. The guide is
just reflecting the newest revisions by
the A.0.U.." The changes are so recent
that they have not even beea published
in the birding jecurnals yet. But, Dave
is prepared, he has a list of ali the
changes to share with his customers.
(Two of these changes are discussed in
the following paragraphs)

The Rufous-sided Towhee, Pipilo
erythrophthalmus has been divided into
two separate species: the Eastern
Towhee, Pipilc erythrophthalms and the
Spotted Towhee, Piplo maculatus.

The field guide put out by Golden
Press in 1966 is in agreement with the
new field guide written by Donald and
Lillian Stokes. They both have the
Baltimore Oriole, Icferus galbula aud
the Bullock's Oriole, Icterus bullockii
as two separate species. For a short
time these were considered one species,
the Northern Oriale, Icferus galbula
galbula and Icierus galbula bullockii as
reflected in the field guides published
by Xational Geographic in 1983 and
The 1990 Peterson Field Guide.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 5

Page 3



The Fish Hawk Herald April 1996 Volume 5 No. 8 Page 1

"THE BIRD FEEDER SURVEY RESULTS

OBSERTERS:

Warilee Benson {MB} Garlield area

Iarna Boarders (EBB Emerald Estates north of Bayden lake {residential)

Eris Buckier (ESE) Potlateh Hill just east of Cd'A

Barbara Dorrell (BD} Squaw Bay, CdA Lake {forest, wetland edge)

Wary Hacning (MM} CdA cify {residential]

Jack McNeel (JR) Stanley Eill

Theresa Poits {TP) Arrovhead Road (edge of cily, Pouderosa Pine, busbes, small trees)
Lee Strelx {LS} Emerald Istates north of Bayden Lake {residential}

Shirley Steris {SS) Fernan Lake (forest, near lake)

Roger Younz (RY} Peraan Uill {edge of residential, forest) didn't count Feb. !-15

The namber represents the fotal aumber of bdirds seen at 10 feeders on ) date during the following 4 lime perieds.

The initials regpresent the fezders thaf were reporting fhe species in order of the largest oumber comnted. Numbers is { } represents
the oumber of feeders reporting this speecies,

NAME OF BIRD SPECIES DEC. 153-31 JAN. 1-13 JAN, 16-30 FEB. 1-15
Ring-necked Pheasant {LS,RY,JM,TH) 3 (1) 4 (3) 3 (2) 1 (1)
California @Quail {JM,RY) 84 (2) 82 (2) 37 (2} 40 (1)
Downy Woodpecker (LS,RY,MB,KRB,TP} 1 (1) 3 {3) 5 (3) 3 (2)
Hairy Woodpecker (KRR,MB,BD,SHS,KSB) 1 {1} 2 (2) 5 (3) 3 (3)
Northern Flicker (LS,KRB,BD,TP,RY) 8 (3) 10 (3) 13 (1) 10 {3)
Pileated Wondpecker (LS) - - 1 (1} 1 {1)
Cray Jay (KSB) - - - 2 (1) e
Steller’'s Jay {KSB) - - - 1 {1)
Black-Bilied Magpie (RY,LS,VM,SHS) 3 (3) 1 (1) - -
B-C Chickadee (BD,LS,KSB,SHS,MB,JdM,RY) 268 (8) 26 (8) 28 (8) 16 (3)
Mt. Chickadee: (KRB,JM,RY,KSB,SHS) 1 (1) 5 (3) & (4) 9 (3)
Chestnut-backed Chickadee (KSB} - 2 (1) 2 {(2) 2 {2}
R-B Nuthateh (LS,RY,KRB,KSB,MB,TP,SHS,JM} 21 (7) 23 (7) 16 (8) 25 (T)
Pygmy Nuthatch (TP) 7 {1) - - -
Brown Creeper {KRB) - 2 {1) 1 (1) -
Varied Thrush {(SHS,RY,LS,JM,VR} - - 8 {4) 4 (2)
Song Sparrow (BD,SHS,JM) 2 (2) 3 (3) 3 (2) 2 (2)
D-e Junco(BD,RY,LS,MB.KSB,J¥,SHS,KRE,TP) 37 (8) 70 (3) 134 (8} 179 (7)
Cassin's Finch (KSB,SHS) 2 (1) - 20 (1) 20 (1)
House Fineh (RY,JM,SHS,KSR,LS,BD,KRB,W) 59 (4) 113 (7) 111 (8) T7 (£}
Pine Siskin (LS,KRB,JM) 22 (1) 18 (1) 2 (1) 17 (3
American Goldfinch (MB,KSB) 50 (1) 20 (1) 10 (2) -
Evening Grosbeak (MB,KSB,LS,SHS) 8 (2) 12 (2) 57 (3) 36 (3)

Species using feeders and/or provided water but not on counted on any of the count dates:
Northern Flicker KSB,WM; Pine Siskin KSR

Species seen in the count area during the period but not using feeders or provided water:
Bald Eagle BD,KSB; Red-tailed Hawk BD; Sharp-shinned Hawk RY: Steller's Jay JM

American Crow MM; Common Raven KSB,MB; American Robin BD,KSB,JM,MM; Varied Thrush BD
Bohemian Waxwings BD,¥MM; Cedar Waxwings KSB,JM3; Northern Shrike BD
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BIRD SPECIES NAME
CHANGES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

If you want to be up-to-date with
your  names, you should consider
purchasing Stokes Field Guide to Western
Birds. It 1s for sale at Wild Bird
Crossing for 516.95 less 10% if you let
Dave know you are a member of the
Audubon Society. I now have one in my
collection of guides and I would
consider it a must if you are serious
about bird identification

A CALL FOR PUPLIC
IMPUT - IDAHO FISH
AND GAME by Ellen Scriven

The Idaho Department of Fish & Game
is soliciting public input to be used in
the development of long-range management
plans for some of the Wildlife
Management areas in the Panhandle. Some
of us received letters addressed to
"Dear Sportsman’. On March 7, the IDFG
held an open house at the Medimont
Grange to give participants an
opportunity to identify issues which
they believed should he addressed in the
management plan for the Coeur d'Alene
River Wildlife Management Area. There
will be a second open house in the
summer to develop strategies for this
particular area. After a comment
period, the long-range plan will be
written and distributed. "The management
goals for the WMA outlined at last
week's open house were (1) Increase
goose and duck production 2) Maintain
hunting opportunities 3) Provide
fishing and boating access 4)Maintain
levels of big game hunting 5) Maintain
current levels of production and habitat
for nongame species and maintain
opportunities for wildlife viewing and
other non-consumptive uses.

Many of us have discovered the
unique bird and wildlife watching
opportunities in the marshy wetland and
shallow lakes of the lower Coeur d'Alene

-Blackbirds.

drainage. Much of this area is managed
by the IDF&G. The long-range goals
indicate a strong response to a vocal
hunting and power-boating sector of the
population. Those of you reading this
newsletter, [ think, would agree that
long-range plans should give greatest
attention to the preservation of wetland
habitat. With nearly 500,000 acres of
wetland lost annually nation-wide it is

critical. Game and non-game species
alike are dependent upon it. As many of
you are aware, the Coeur d'Alene

Wildlife Management Area affords some of
the finest birding in the vicinity.
Along with the migrating Tundra Swan,
American Wigeon and Northern Pintailj;
nesting Wood Duck, Pied-billed Grebe,

Sora and American Bittern can be found
here, Other species include Hooded and
Common Merganser, Great Blue Heron,
Osprey, Northern Oriole, Wild Turkey,
Red-necked Grebe, Black Tern, and
Yellow-headed, Red-winged and Brewer's
Conmon Loon, Black-crowned
NXigh Heron, Trumpeter Swan and White~
fronted Goose have also been sighted in
the Wildlife Management Airea.

The Idaho Department of Fish and
Game should provide for the needs of all

the dependent species, including
amphibians and reptiles such as the
Painted Turtle, in the lcong-range

management plan. This would include

protecting Bald Eagle nesting sites from
disturbance, using non-lethal means for
managing "problem" hbeavers, protecting
habitat for all migratory birds, not
just game and waterfowl, maintaining
department fences, dikes and other water
level control structures. Some of these
issues identified at the

were open
house. Others listed were: heavy metal
contamination, riverbank erosion,

airboat, jet ski and ORV use {or
abuse?), Thompson Lake waterfowl hunting
closure, and the need (?) for additional
access for fishing, hunting, boating and
other recreational activities. If you
hold any views about the future of this
prime wildlife-watching river valley
now is the time to send your comments to
: Idaho Department of Fish and Game,
20250 South Blue Lake rocad, Harrison,
ID 83833,
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THOMPSON LAKE FIELD
TRIP by Pam Comrie

Saturday, March 18 was not the warm
sunny day the weatherman had predicted.
But, undaunted, seven of us set oul a
little after 8:00 a.m. for a day of
birding. Gordon and Pam Comrie (field
trip leaders), Shirley Sturts, Janet
Callen, Judy Waring, Ronn Rich and Bill
Gundlach headed to Wolf Lodge Bay where
we saw the first 9 species: 1 Herring
Gull, 4 Canada Goose, 8 Bufflehead, 2
Comnon Goldeneye, € Mallard, 2 Common
Merganser, 1 American Robin, 1 Red-
tailed Hawk and 1 European Starling.
Continuing on we saw Northern Flickers,
Evening Grosheaks, Dark-eyed Juncos and
Cassin's Finchs. The rest of the
morning was spent at Thompson Lake where

we saw Hooded Mergansers. a Song
Sparrow, a large flock of Vi:let-Green
Swallows  (Yeah, Spring!), several
American Wigeons, MNorthern Pintails,

Green-wing Teals, Red-winged Blackbirds,
an American Crow, a Belted Kingfisher, 2
Wood Duck, 2 Great Blue Heron, 6
Killdeer, 3 Bauld Eagle {(a nesting pair
and 1 immature) and 3 Tundra Swan.
After lunch and some hot coffee to
warm us up, we headed back north by way
of Highway 3, stopping at several lakes
along the way. Several Red-tailed Hawks
were sighted, including one that was
disputing the possession of a mouse with
another hawk, tentatively identified as
a "Harlan's". Wood Ducks were spotted
in pairs here and there along the route.

The Black Lake area gave us Pine
Siskins, House Finchs, Black-capped
Chickadees, a Northern Shrike and one

Red~breasted Nuthatch (heard). On the
flooded fields we saw Redhead, and were
treated to a courtship display by two
male Barrow's Goldeneye. There were at
least 6 Barrow's Goldeneye. Moving on
to Cave Lake and Lane Marsh we found 12
Canvasback, more Great Blue Herons,
Ring-billed Gulls, Couwmon Ravens and
about 300 (Yes 300) Tundra Swan, and at
least 1000 Canada Geese, more American
Wigeons and 2 Furasian Wigeon (good eye
Judy). There was also a much discussed

bird of prey we finally agreed was the =

first Osprey sighting this spring. Last
but not least, at Killarney Lake we saw
2 Gray Jay and a nesting Bald Eagle and
5 Hooded Mergansers

All in all, an excellent day with

40 species. | v

MICA BAY SURVEY

Observers:KS$B,CC,JC,GC,PAC,BG, JH. SH,CL,
TP,SHS,RY {See Observation Post)

March 6 March 23
Red-necked Grebe - 2 building nest
Great Blue Heron 1 60+ at nests
Canada Goose - 60+
Wood Duck - 3
Mallard - 20+
Green-winged Teal 1
American Wigeon - 15
Common Goldeneye - 2
Bufflehead - 12
Common Merganser - 17
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 -
Red-tailed Hawk - 2
Harlen's 1
Killdeer -
Common Snipe -
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gul!? -
Glaucous Gull
N. Pygmy Owl
Belted Kingfisher
Downy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Violet-g Swallow
Steller’s jay
Common Raven
Black-b Magpie
Black-C Chickadee 11
Mountain Chickadee 3
Red~-bh Nuthatch 3
Golden—-c Kinglet 6
Western Bluebird
American Robin
Varied Thrush
E.Starling
Spotted Towhee
Dark-eyed Junco
Song Sparrow
R-winged Blackbird
House Finch
Evening Grosbeak
Beaver
Muskrat
Mink -
Yellow-pine Chipmunk
Coyoate -

adult
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OBSERVATION POST

Observers:Jane Badraun (JAB), Kris Buchler (KSB), Corinne Cameron (CC),
Pat Cole {(PC), Gordon Comrie (GC), Pam Comrie {PAC), Bill Gundlach (BG)
Gertie Hanson (GH), Jerry Hanson {JH)}, Sharon Hanson (SH), Lisa
Kirchhoffer (LS), Cindi Langlitz (CL}), Jack McNeel (JM), John Nigh
JWX), Theresa Potts (TP), George Sayler {GES), John Shipley (JNS),
Shirley Sturts (SHS), Judy Waring (JDW), Roger Young {RY),

RBR Rare Bird Report for Northern Idaho - Eastern Washington -
Nartheastern Oregon Phone (208) 882-6195

or Internet-Web Site:

http://pimacc.pima.edu/ cwilliamson/index.html

1. Double-crested Cormorant 1 Long Bridge Sandpoint Feb. 11 to Present Feb. 22 (PC)

2. Tundra Swan 71 Heyburn S.P. March 14 (LK): 30 Ccugar Bay, CDA Lake area March 11-14
(BG) and 43 March 13 (GH):

3. Greater White-fronted Goose 5 Heyburn S.P. March 14 (LX) and 2 March 18 (PW,JDW)

4. Snow Goose 1+ Thompson Lake Dec. 4, 1995 {(JWN)

5. American Wigeon 3,300 Pend Oreille Lake and River Jan.5 Mid Winter Aerial
Waterfowl Count done by the Fish and Game Department (PC)

6. Barrows Goldeneye 1 Spokane River, Post Falls March 3 (PC)

7. Common Goldeneye 635 Pend Oreille Lake and River Jan. 5 Mid Winter Aerial
Waterfowl Count by the Fish and Game Department (PC)

8. Redhead 11,350 Pend Oreille Lake and River Jan 5 Mid Winter Aerial Waterfowl Count
done by the Fish and Game Department (PC)

3. Lesser Scayp 2,330 Pend Oreille Lake and River Jan. 5 Mid Winter Aerial Waterfowl
Count done by the Fish and Grme Department (PC)

10. Cooper's Hawk 1 Hayden Lake and 1 at Post Falls Feb. 23 (JNS)

11. Ring-necked Pheasant 1 Tubbs Hill March 18 (BG)

12. American Coot 23,485 Pend Oreille Lake and River Jan. 5 Mid Winter Aerial
Waterfowl count done by the Fish And Game (PC)

13. Killdeer 1 Cent. Trail Corbin Park March 9 (GC,PAC); Post Falls area March 12 (CC) 14.

14. Mourning Dove 1 Carder Tarm {Blackwell Hill) March 12 (GH)

15. Northern Pygmy QOwl 1 heard Fernan Lake from Feh. 12 to present March 21 {SHS

16. Great Horned Ow] 2 continues to call Carder Farm {Blackwell Hill) March 12 (CGH)

17. Pileated Woodpecker 2 Twin Lakes March 19 (CL)

18. Horned Lark 1 Post Falls by the NIC Work Center area March 12 {(CC)

19. Gray Jay 2 all winter Twin lakes {(CL): 2 at feeder since Feb.14 Potlatch Hill {KSB)

20. Pygmy Nuthatch 25-30 NIC and Tubbs Hill March 1 (GES)

21. Winter Wren 1 pair building a nest Tubbs Hill March 17-18 (BG)

22, Yaried Thrush an unusual invasion in ocur area January-March everyone was reporting
them at their feeders; 10 March 6-7 feeder of (PW,JIW) and 12 feeder of (RY)

23. Western Bluebird 1 Rathdrum Prairie March 1 (JAB) and 3 pair Kelso Lake {CH,TP) 1
pr. Coeur d'Alene March 19 {(JTC)

24. Mountain Biuebird 2 m.1 f. Kelso Lake March 1 (GH,TP): 2 Twin Lakes March 17 {CL)

25. Townsend's Solitaire 1 Sanders Beach, Coeur d’Alene (GES)

26. Spottied Towhee {Rufous-sided) 1 Sanders Beach, Coeur d'Alene March 15 (GES)
1 Tubbs Hill March 18 (BG): 1 Carder Farm {Blackwell Hill) March 19 (G

27. American Tree Sparrow 1 Carder Farm (Blackwell Hill) March 19 (GH3

28. Western Meadowlark 1 heard Post Falls area March 12 (CC)

Answers to Quotes Quiz from page 3 _
Musketaquid - Ralph Waldo Emerson: Agassiz - James Russell Lowell: Gray-brown Hird - Wall
Whitman: Henry David Thoreau.
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