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Upcoming Events
Chapter WMeeting February 14; Sigw
Up for Birding Trip to Skagit Valley
By No Later Than February 7

The reaular monthly chapter meeting will
be held at 7 pam, Tuesday, February 14, at the
Lutheran Church of the Waster, 4300 Ramsey
Road n Coeunr d'Aleve. The program for the
meeting is o be determived.

A birding trip +o the Skagit Valley has
been planned for the President’s Day Weekend.
Participants will drive there on Friday, Feb. 17,
bird on Fel. 1619 and return Feb. 20. T you are
interested in aoing but haven'+ signed up please
contact Ted by vo later than February 7. His
email address is telnesmithadamail.com.

Christwmas Bird Count Results

Participants led by Dong Ward v the Dec.
179 hristimas Bird Coumt included 2.2 people on
six feams i the field and 4 people watching their
feeders. While the snow cover was fairly deep (@-
16”), the weather was reasonably vice, with
water being mostly open, all of which led +o a
fairly average comnt overall. A total of seventy-
ove (1) species and approximately 6,740
individuals were seen. The 21-year average for
the CBC is 6D species and 7,000 wdividuals, Tn
addition to count day totals, two species, the
Common Loon and Brown Creepe, were reported in
count week.

Two species vew to the counmt this year
nclnded an immature Harris's Sparrow (Harvest
Rd), and +wo Browu-headed Cowbirds (Rathdrum
Prairie). Other species of interest seen included
Northern Pintail (CdA), Bewick's Wren (Harvest

Rd), American Tree Sparrow (HarvestRd), white-
throated Sparrow (CdA), and Spotted Towhee (5
total for av all-time high count). Besides +he
towhees, we had high counts for a wamber of
species wcluding Wallard (1,234), Cooper’s Hawk
(@), Towusend’s Solitaire (¢), and Awmerican Tree
Sparrow (). We almost missed Steller’s Jay for
just the second time in 32 years — thank you Pegay
Albertson for watching vour feeder. However, we
had just a single Bolhemian Waxwing reported when
we typically have over a hundred.

A very brief sampling of Dong ward’s
comprehensive final report is below. To reduest
the complete wumerical chart, includivg CBC connts
for 1aaM-2021 with averages, wmiviimum and
maximum uumbers for each species, please emall
alicekoskelaiclond.com.

Species Twdividuals

Canada Goose 1,551

American Wigeon 20

Wallard 1,229

Northeru Pintail 2

Canvasback 21

Ring-vecked Duck 472

Bufflehead 105

Common Goldeneye as

Barrow's Goldeneye 4

Hooded Weraanser 40

Common Merganser 55

Red-breasted WMeraavser 3

California Quail M3

Wild Turkey 11

Ring-vecked Pheasant 3
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President’s Message

areetings Coeur d'Alene Audubon Society birders.

Can ou believe it is February already?
wWhere does time go?  Holiday celebrations are
behind us, school vacation didvt last lovg enough
and we begin to thivk of Spring. T do hope each of
you have some lingering, pleasant memories of the
holidays +o make vou simile whewn you +hink of thewm.

Last wmonth T  mentioned wy holiday
intentions of going to North Dakota to visit family.
well, T went. T call it “the trip below zero.” The
thermometer showed -2 degrees whew we left
Coeur d'Aleve and dipped +o -27 degrees v spots
along the way. Mo wight say that is kind of cold
for old folks +o be traveling but our vehicle
performed well and kept us warm. Temperatures
warmed up as we traveled on to Denver for a few
days and then home.

From a birding standpoint, the trip was a
bust. T didn't see a Snowy Owl. T attribute it to
snow covered around cansing a lack of prey visibility,
as T didw't see the usual raptors either. One year
ago, we made a Christmas holiday trip +o Denver
and back. T was amazed ot +the number of Rough
Legged Hawks we saw across Wontana and
Wyolmivg on that trip. Iw fact, we vearly hit three
of them on the highway on separate occasions.
This year we saw less than a half dozew durivg the
entire trip. No doulst this is also attributable +o
the depth of the snow and therefore lack of ability
to spot their prev. They go where the food is!

Anticipating the coming of Spring awakens
thonghts of bird migrations, avd the duestion
“where would T like +o go this year” to enjoy the
migration. Do T want to travel east to see the
Warbler migration? How about to the Pacific Coast
for the shorebird migration. Waybe +o ove of +he
waterfowl migration routes. Freezeont Lake in
Wowtana comes +o mind becanse T have heard much
about the Swow Geese wigrating through there,
though T have never seen it. Reports say 40,000
+o 50,000 Snow (Geese can be seen at one time.
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The photographer in me would like o see
the mass [iftoff against the backaround of the
Rocky Mountain Front Ravge. Waybe ove day. Or,
enjoy the migration locally at your backyard feeder
or local “not spot.” The most important thing is
Just to enjoy our avian friends as they make their
respective ways to summer breeding grounds.

Speaking of migration, T am eagerly
anticipating the February field trip +o the Skagit
Valley of Washington state. The field +rip is
addressed elsewhere in this newsletter so T'll ouly
mention it here. This will be a new area of lairdiva@
for me and T gjive thanks +o Ted for the work he
Is doing to make the arrangements.

T vever tire of secing majestic bald eagles.
Area photographers have posted some amazivg
photographs of eagles from fishing scenes +o
perched scenes, and wamerouns inflight photos. T
got lucky ouce or twice wyself.  But, for a
photographer, there is always “ove wore photo to
get” so T'll probably be ont by the lake next vear.

Please look at the web site and/or look for
an email annomncing a program for our February
monthly meeting. I learved a lesson this holiday
season—it’s difficult +o find a speaker around +he
holidays. Please stay tuned for an awmouncement of
the upcoming program.

I put together a Jawnary program from my
own photos and called it “Bird Potpourri.” T chose
to emphasize some feeding habits of various birds
from the diving fish eaters +o the small sowgbirds
foragivg in winter. T included photos of fish-eating
birds showing the amazing size of fish +he
respective birds can swallow. Here's a merganser:
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I  photographed +his  male  Common
WMerganser at local Fernam Lake. We first looked at
the Werganser’s slender neck while ot feeding.
Then we viewed the sequence of the Wergavser
with a large trout (compared o the size of the
bird) in its mouth, and a sedquence of photos where
he positioned the fish to go down headfirst,

Attention was called +o how thick the weck
of the Werganser became as the fish started
down. Tt amazes me the size of fish he could
swallow whole and have roowm for i+ inside.

The other F@@dim@ photo sequence was of a
Ring-Billed Gull on Lake Coenr d’Alene diving nto
the water and catching a Kokanee Salmon. The
size of the fish compared +o the bird was of wote
once anaiv. Tw this case, the gull +ook flight
immediately after surfacivg and mavipulated +the
fish into a position to swallow i+ headfirst, all while
airborve. The sequevce showed the gull swallowing
the fish while flying avd the fish gradually
disappeared down the gull's throat., Ring-Billed
Gull photo is below.

Both of these evewts happened at local
lakes, so ou could +ake your chair and bivoculars and
ust watch the action without having +o travel
large distavces. Yo have to stay alert because
these eveuts happen fast, literally only a few
seconds.

The wmerganser scene took place in the
sprivg, while the gull scene took place v December.
A hint, the presence of gulls on Lake Coenr d'Alene
in December indicates the presence of plentiful fish
and usunally means there will be Bald Eagles +o
watch, I the namber of gulls is small, the fish
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are wot as plentiful resulting in fewer eagles being
presewnt,

Tl just bet wmany of vou are already
plaming summer vacations.  Should vou vclude a
birding destination v vyour plavs, would you make
some wnotes, maybe take photos, and share with
the club at one of our monthly meetings. WMany of
ns ewjoy hearivg about the persoval birding
experiences of the members,

As we look forward +o the sprivg migration,
don't forget the local field trip ocourring the second
Tuesday morning of each month. Iustructions are
listed elsewhere in this newsletter.

Good Birding!
Ralph Kerr

“Wilma on the Wing”"—A New Book
for Young Readers from Boise State

“Wilma on +the Wing.” a story about the 5,000-
mile migration of the tiny Wilson’s Warbler, has
recewtly beew released by Boise State Uiversity.
The book was written by BSU biology major Avna
Cominayton, who also illustrated i+ with her own
original artwork,

Wilsow’s Warbler

“Wilma” traces the migration of the +iny
warbler (it weighs about the same as eight
thumbtacks) from Alaska +o her wivtering grounds
v Mexico.
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Along the way the bird stops in Boise at the
Lucky Peak bawnding station operated by BSU's
Tutermountain Bird Observatory.

Connington, from Boise, Volunteers with the
observatory to band birds. She is an avid bird
watcher and beaoan selling her artwork when she
was just13. She is considering ewrolling v graduate
school in raptor biology or orvithology.

If vou are interested w purchasivg +this
book, click on ponyup.boisestate.edu/ibobook.

Test Your Avian Awareness:
Raptor Facts and Falsehoods

One statement i each series below is false.
which is 417 (Auswers on Page 5.)

1. A There are 325 species of raptors
worldwide. B. Raptors have existed for more
than 100 willion vears. C. The word “raptor” in
Lativ means “to seize.” D. Raptors are
generally anti-social.

2. All but one of these is a real town:

A. Buzzards Bay, MA B. Eagletown, OK
C. Hawkville, IL D. Vulture City, AZ

2. A. The perearine falcon is the fastest animal on
earth. B. A bald eagle nest in Ohio was shaped
like a wineglass and weighed almost +wo metric
tons. C. Some hawk nestlings flivg their feces at
eachh other. D. Sharp-shiwed wmale hawks eat
the heads off their prey before feeding their
Yyoung.

4. A The Utahraptor was just a little laraer thaw
the Velociraptor. B. The Utahraptor lived about
125 milliov years ago. C. Utahraptors looked like
giavt turkeys. D.  Utahraptors had vine-inch
claws.,

5. A Owls caw carry prey that weighs 2 times
their body weight. B. Vultures can spot a carcass
from 4 miles away. C. Coopers Hawks have been
known to drowwn their prey. D. Falconry is a
popular sport in Australia.

b. A. Ospreys are found on every continent but
Avtarctica. B. Ospreys’ outer +toes are
reversible. C. Osprey wales breed with several
mates each year. D. Ospreys sowmetimes eat
msects.
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7. A. The Audean Condor is the wational bird of
Chile. B. The longest-lived known condor was
100 vears old C. Condors lay their egas directly
o rocky cliffs D. Cowndors can fly up +o 160
miles in search of food.

. A The South Nicobar Serpent Eagle is ouly
about 1 foot long. B. Eagles sometimes kill
their prey by dropping i+ from great heights.
C. An eagle’s beak stops growing when the
bird reaches maturity. D. Eagles have beew
observed playing with plastic bottles.

a. A A hawk is “mantling” when it ruffles it+s
feathers to scare away evemies. B. Turkey
vultures spew vomit when harassed. C. Owls
can rotate their heads 2.70°. D. Great Horned
Owls are the top predator of Barred Owls.

10. A. Peregrive Falcon can wigrate as much as
15,000 wiles every vear. B. Goldev Eagles’ legs
are covered with feathers. C. Orange-colored
owl eves dicate the bird hunts late at vight.
D. Yellow-eved owls hunt during the daylight.

The Magificent Andean Condor

T £youd like +o be on the Chapter’s
email list to receive reminders of
meetings, field +rips, bird sightings and
other related votices please email a
request to Shirley Sturts at
Shirley.sturt+sdgmail.com.




The Fish Hawk Herald

Page 5

Answers to Quiz: 1-A. 2-D, 2-C. 4-A. 5-D. 6-C. 7-
B, &-C. a-A, 10-C.

Friday the 13™ a Lucky
Day for Sandpoint Birders

Janary 13 +urved out +o be a lucky
Friday for a group of chapter members traveling
to the Sandpoint area for a birding excursion.

Ted Smith, Dick Cripe, Mark Lauwder, Ron
and Pam Gomes, WMarilyn Robertson and Ted Swmith
braved the raiv and fog along Sumnyside Road,
Denton Slough and East Hope and were rewarded
with sightings of 25 species, including Trampeter
Swans and Hooded Wergansers at Devton Sloungh,

The group had luvch at a nearly pizzaria
and were treated to a view of a pigimy owl with
its own meal, a large vole.

The highlight of the excursion was a
sighting of a beautiful Long-tailed Duck, a rare
bird v North Idaho. The grounp got a “tip” from
a friend of Pam’s that one had been spotted near
Pringle Park in Bast Hope. Sure enough, the
birders found the Lona-tail just where they hoped
it would be.

Long-tailed Duck

This species breeds along the Arctic Coast
from Alaska to Greenland and thronghont the
Canadian tundra. The bird usually winters on both
coasts of North America. The male, showw above,
has stumning “mirror image” plumage which
thanges dramatically from winter to summer.
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Los Angeles has a new
“Star”—Rare Swowy Owl

V\/\os+ tourists in the Los Aw@@lcs area are

ov the lookout for wmovie stars, but a rare bird
that took up residence in a neighborhood ontside
LA had tourists flocking (yes, cringe) o cateh a
glimpse of a rare snowy owl,

The bird was seen perched on the roof of a
house in the town of Cypress. Tt's sivce left the
area, but while the owl was on the rooftop it
attracted lives of cars and papparazzi to capture
the owl with their telephoto lenses.

Snowy owls are wmost common in Northerw
Canada, with the sounthern limit of their usual
winter range in the northernmost US.

This siglhting has perplexed wildlife
experts and birders, who snapped photos of the
white-plumaged raptoramons palm +rees—av
munsual combination of images.

David Bell, a board member of the Los
Angeles Birders, was sure the bird was a clever
fake uvtil he saw i+ for himself.

“Tt's the last thing on Earth you'd expect
to see here,” Bell said. “fou're thinking to
vourself that it couldw't possibly be real, and then
it swivels its head. Yep, it's real.”

The snowy owl is one of the heaviest owl
species, with thick layers of feathers and even a
dowwy covering on its feet. Their wingspavs are
4-5 feet on average. They swallow small prey
whole, and eat a variety of other avimals,
including lemmings, Arctic hares, wice, ducks and
seabirds.

Sowme people speculate that unusually cold
temperatures in the Northwest v early December
“tricked” the owl into flying so far soiuth. Others
thivk i+ might have been “ship-assisted”—
meaving that rode v on a ship (vot uvnsal for an
owl) to the Port of Los Angeles, then headed
inland to Orange County.

Last year a snowy owl was spotted in New
Vork’s Central Park, the first time the bird was
seen there i wmore than a century.
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